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This paper focuses on two works in theoretical astronomy, the Persian Risālah dar hayʾah and the Arabic al-Risāla al-Fatḥiyya, written by ʿAlī Qūshjī (d. 1474), one of the eminent astronomers of the fifteenth century who flourished in the Timurid and Ottoman intellectual milieus. His scholarship on astronomy attracted a great deal of interest during the early modern period. This is attested by the fact that these works were commented by scholars from different intellectual backgrounds, and were translated into various languages including Judeo-Persian, Latin, Sanskrit, and Turkish, in a vast territory streching over Central Asia, England, India, Iran, and the Ottoman lands. Thus, scrutinizing networks of knowledge that were shaped with reference to Qūshjī’s astronomy can contribute to a global history of science studies. Furthermore, by comparing the Risālah and Fatḥiyya in terms of their contents and mutual influences on one another, the paper examines the dynamics behind the composition of scientific textbooks in the early modern period.
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