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Fragments of Science from a Cairene Synagogue:
an unwritten chapter in the transmission of pre-modern scientific ideas

The Cairo Genizah–a storage room for the disposal of tattered texts attached to the Ben Ezra Synagogue in Fusṭāṭ (Old Cairo)–has preserved hundreds of thousands manuscript fragments, a unique and unparalleled source for our understanding of the medieval Mediterranean world. 
My talk will focus on one of the least studied aspects of this treasure trove: Genizah fragments that preserve Judaeo-Arabic, Arabic (and also, but to a lesser extent, Hebrew) renditions of philosophical, medical, alchemical and scientific works of Graeco-Arabic origin. I will show how these sources not only allow us to draw a picture of the scientific and philosophical activities of the Jewish community of medieval Cairo in the cultural environment of the surrounding Islamicate world but, given nature of many of them, they also offer us a rare entry in the material and more operative aspects of medieval scientific production. Altogether, the scientific corpus of the Cairo Genizah is an important and yet unwritten chapter in the intellectual history of the medieval world and of its cross-cultural and interreligious intellectual exchanges. 
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