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How do medieval manuscripts create and recreate three-dimensional spaces onto the flat, two-dimensional surface of the page? This is the main research question this presentation discusses. We will focus on a selection of medieval manuscripts of cosmological and astronomical content (11th–15th centuries) as we examine the following aspects contributing to the spatiality of the bound handwritten book: 1) the materiality and corporeality of the codex; 2) the graphic conventions of projecting solid objects such as cubes and spheres onto a plane surface; 3) the inclusion of devices inducing movement such as dynamic diagrams and volvelles. Finally, we will analyse diagrams as devices that enable and reinforce worldviews and views of the world and the importance of their study for the history of science.  



